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beginnings, meaning and destiny of the human race,
Bede records how, some twelve centuries ago, human
life was compared in poetic simile to the flight of a
bird through a warm hall in which men sit feasting,
while the winter storms rage without.
The bird is safe from the tempest for a brief
moment, but immediately passes from winter to winter
again. So man's life appears for a little while, but of
what is to follow, or of what went before, we know
nothing. If, therefore, a new doctrine tells us some-
thing certain, it seems to deserve to be followed.
These words, originally spoken in advocacy of the
Christian religion, describe what is perhaps the main
interest of astronomy today. Man
only knowing
Life's little lantern between dark and dark
wishes to probe further into the past and future than his
brief span of life permits. He wishes to see the universe
as it existed before man was, as it will be alter the last
man has passed again into the darkness from which he
came. The wish does not originate solely in mere in-
tellectual curiosity, in the desire to see over the next
range of mountains, the desire to attain a summit
commanding a wide view, even if it be only of a pro-
mised land which he may never hope himself to enter;
it has deeper roots and a more personal interest.
Before he can understand himself, man must first
understand the universe from which all his sense per-